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29 ?,pa. of {act of "^tfting■* ^ 

death ^ d \ he on ly invests e ^ in to a * 

ir °ni cal y ’ k f ir culture subject lbin g lS ^ 

dotnin antk 2 has turned tn ts . & very f Ve r. Death, 

of 44* «“£ pe avoi^ * ^ li{e goes ^ othe r peO; 

sornethittS * be lievetha on ly hapP en r lhe hott- 
towards h a is s0 methmg ma y be J uS w Vio are 

**?J&'^'lX^***?^™** 

ft the °'“rt of gtttesomen^ ^ ^ Uves , 

,he T““ Hit Mwenger,may’unavailable to us to 

Allah and His 1 idance of Islam is . § abs0 \ u te\y 

him peace, an every aspect o • bv e in 

Sh °:r,«« M^Um, especiatty witt be able 

, 0 prepare ourselves, ”™f d V “ we will know exactly 
approaching death and also ■* *** ^ ^ ^ ^ an 
what to do when those nea ^ ^ ^ at we canno t allow 
obligatory aspect o ou * There is no area in which t e 
to be taken out of our han • ^ be mo re unpor- 

pleasure of Allah and His Messeng -. ^ M the DVac ti- 

tant.lt is hoped tl 

cal information 1 


\ 








for Death 

nreoatations for their own death and also 
^ethenecessaty P P when those who are close * 

^'•"iSSe-nWesinthiswond. 

thettvtea^* 


Mttve Deathbed 


. ( „ verson at the door of death is 
live state of tmnd of V ^ their fear of what is 

-SSSSlS—“ 

migkt^ says’- 

“0 My slaves who have been profligate against 
yourselves, do no, despair of the mercy of 
Allah forgives all wrong actions. He is the Fo g 
the Merciful.” 09.50") 

T\\e ?ropkel, may AWaW biess Wim and giant him 
peace, said*. “Let none of ^on die except with good 
thoughts of Miah, the Mighty andhxaited:’ And there 
is another Hadith which sa^/s*. The Prophet once vis¬ 
ited a man who was d^ing and asked him, “How do 
^ou feeYT He answered, “I have hope in Allah, 0 
Messenger of AWah, and I also fear as to the conse- 
quences ot my sins.” The Prophet said, “Whenever 
these two ate combined in the heart of a h»i • 
situation like this, Allah grants hTm u 3 

for and shields him from what he f he h ° pes 
*»** of Allah, may Allah bl! ' The Mes ' 


for P ea,H 
prep artng t _ c 

^ ,hey*°“ ?His si*** „ re sen* ofl ' 

«'“’ 8 tfanHi"he 

, that they lt lS also & op \e 




am averse to 


ecite Surai ^ ease tor b im 

»” d ** Mlah hless him ™ J X Allah’ to 

ti e Proph e1, ma ^ , -Thera is ho a nd repo 31 

i°" w ' d “ *rifm 'f..ReciJ rSm'to me ^ 

t d, ' ng PerS ° n ' 

Afierlhe pet** tosi ' e u'Sumed towards therjihta- 

£?=sK"s,»“.r.s:-: 

them His forgiveness and mercy. 

. ii v, ut ess him and grant him 
The Prophet, may Mia ^ died an d found 

peace, visited Abu Salam c \ 0 sed his eyes, 

him lying with his eyes open. He J He 

saying, “When the soul departs, srg 


r^h*- •"***' 









for P eClth 

prepare- 1 

^ been 


wpari nf° rDe “"' 

ccasion , ‘-When you visit a dead 
said on another ° es Sight follows the soul as it 
person, close " lS y Uca tioti for good things: the 
departs- And m* V ^ acceptance of your sup- 

angelsptay ^hnyo 

plication. 

• f rnurse no harm in weeping and natural 
There is, of coa ’ h se lf-control and patience 
sjief when someone die 1 crying out and shout- 

are better if that is possi _ demonstrations of grief 

ing and wailing and other excessive 

aie forbidden. 

Preparing the Dead for Burial 

The washing and shrouding of the dead tor ^" a ' 
according to some afard kifaya - an obligatory y 
must be fulfilled by someone. It is at the very least an 1 
portant Sunna. In any case it is something that is owed to t e 
honour and dignity of every Muslim when they leave this 
world,bio one will pretend that it is a pleasant duty to have 
to perform but nor is it in any way distasteful or abhorrent 
although it increasingly now seems to be seen in that light. 
It should he seen for the normal, necessary and important 
human duty which it in fact is. There are, of course, in every 
Muslim community people who have taken it on themselves 
to prepare the dead for burial and there i c ™ 

« not be engaged hI" ^ Why 

important that every Muslim should bfahl ’ “ ‘ S VCry 
dns task if necessary and therefore the b 6 '° Undertake 
someone dies should f orm *** Ste P s ta be taken after 

baSiC ^ge^ 

thal their body should h that 3 pers ° n is dead • ■ 

“ '^Porting , he 


prei 

.grant*-" 

i eC eas ed , { tfh s a ^ - Viira an 

^ h#S “g * s f Tf do not 

s »t„ k«* iieS ' °M* ehaS ' 

fo 0 u\d n ot b e of y° ur [ „ An d a & alI \‘ hte oUS, Y° u 
S K ° n fo is grave- A ng hteo ^ 

said-dbt^ 10 ^ tf its o^ ner rf the case -i 

gjgtisst*—- 

. aVVS v/rth avnde 

burde °' ( ted to b'md the J a * igW en the 

„s 

”“ d " it0 Tr.tede»"''' aS, f 

sr re C a - d,hcf “ n 

Washing the body lolhe ir shrouding 

M lMuslimsshonWbe »aslKdpno^ s Mus lims 

and banal. The only on * e battlefield, when 

killed fighting in the way o exactly as they are, 

their bodies should be un mutilated, as in an 

and the bodies of case^laynmmum is done on vhe 

accident or in a fire, mw koUIpc which are miscar- 

body instead of washing; an a so w hich 

ried or stillborn with no observable srg ’ and 

case no rites of any sort, including washing, s J 

the funeral prayer, are carried out. If no water \ 
then tayammum should be done on the body. 








, p for th ose who do the washing is th at 
The basic rule wash women. It is, however, 

men wash men "VL ropriate for a man to wash his 
«** <***?$% It is also permuted for a man 
and a »«' h n„ m he would have been barred from 

wa S hfem*relaO*sw'> the body should be washed 

mattfeg »“"** ” T There is no harm in women wash, 
through a coveting ^ seven years old, but 

“ibodyofayo^^f irts . 

men should not wash the bo n0 women to wash 

men a Ionian dies and tQ her wh o would 

to , and no husband, and no m ^ ^ ^ was alive , 

have beeu barred h° m ma ^ ^ m , that is, by wiping 
then she should be pun!red by ? whe n a ma n dies 

her lace and hands with earth. Sarnia * dn0 wom an 
and there are no men to wash him, and no wife, an mar . 

related to him whom she would have been b 
vying while he was alive, then he should be by 

tayyamum, that is,by wiping l\is face and hands and arm P 
to the elbows with earth. 

It is in any case unlawful to look directly at the priv ate 
parts of the dead person which should he kept covered at all 
times.Nor should the private parts he touched directly, they 
should he washed with a cloth wrapped round the hand. The 
nails should not he cut nor should hair he trimmed or shaved 
>ff. 

The body should be placed on a raised trestle or some 
thing simvlaito make tbe washing easier and so that the wafer 
tuns oh. It vs easier to wash the body before 
ftbe stiffening of the body which taker ni 8 °' mortis 

ioui hours of death, and wh.ch ^ P ? Withln ^nty- 
~ wch may last for seve„] days) 

s ° tha > 

s for the prayer. 
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du mng. saj 
andt° eS - 


this 

on the P 


foreb e 


ad. 




\m eeS 


, the B°ay 


SW 0llA> n S the ’’ a ,he body *° U '‘! m e tely in an 

•i has been wash . t u e body c ° m P f ^\y be 

£■— bloc* me nos-^ 

USta i^S case 

b «, of ..unravelling and thebov him an d gtanf 

being moved. Tbe Prophe^ lengths of fine white cot- 
him peace, was shroude , turban, each layer 

ton cloth, none of which was a shin or luroa 

being well wrapped round him. 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant lum 
peace, said: “Wear white clothes. They are es 
you. And choose them for shrouding your dea . ® 

also said: “Do not be extravagant where tbe shroud 

ic nrvnPAmorl Tt e r\rvn faPc 5UW/1V 




Preparing for Death 


After this the best thing is for the body to b 
rectly onto the bier to be placed straight into the grav^ ^ 
, to comply with the law in England and Wales k ^ 


ever,- r -, --- 0 -- yviuesu 

necessary to put the body in a coffin prior to burial ^ 
this case the simplest possible one should be used. Theb i" 
or coffin should then be covered with a simple drape in Tea ^ 
ness for the funeral prayer. 

Whoever washes and shrouds the body should not 
mention anything unpleasant about it, such as smell or ap. 
pearance, to others afterwards. It has been related from Abu 
Rafi‘ Aslam that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, said, “Anyone who washes a dead 
person and keeps quiet about him, Allah will forgive him 
forty times.” 

It is preferable but not obligatory that whoever washes 
and shrouds the body should then have a ghusl. 


The Funeral Procession 

and twT° US V he b ° d I Can be first taken to mosque 
and the funeral prayer done there, it is more usual for the 

body to be taken to the graveside, where the funeral n 
ts done immediately before the body is buried. Whoev^U 
on foot should walk ahead of the bier, whoever k r ! 
should follow behind it, and the women - Drpf / ' , nd,n g 
close female relatives should attend - should f ,, y 0n, y 

me n en ' ? “ a ' S ° Said that ever yone should S,° W beh, nd 
he bier. Incense should not be burned duri ° W be hind 

cessions, nor should flaming torches be Carrie/* 1 " 61 ' 31 P f O- 

lt has been related from Abu Hurav 

senger of Allah, may Allah bless that tb e M 

thede ad 


. ,forD eath 
prep arin<h 

ava 

'j'lnd if i‘ s you h* ,ng '* te 

E , ety *rt wouW fafflt. , hal the 

,een abrogated. 


. bV , an<J tll ~” 
said that this bas 

tin afterwards - aitnoug the Imam 

^ is Placed ^irbu^once the prayer bas 

he funeral prayer, and 

imputed- 


The Funeral Prayer 

■ ™lv said over dead Muslims, m 

The funeral prayer is y uhoug h if a body bas 
their presence, not in their having been 

already been buried, without Ae^ ^ . t still 

done and the grave bas a rea y graveside, pro- 

permissible to ho the funeral prayer a A J for 
vided that the funeral prayer has not alre y 
the deceased by others. You do not do the funeral 
second time if it has already been done once. Thefuneral 
prayer is to be done for a person as long as most of the body 
remains intact and has not been destroyed or is missing. 1 
the father is a Muslim, then his children are regarded as Mus¬ 
lim, but if only the mother is a Muslim, they are not. 
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Preparing for Death 

The following do not have the funeral prayer said 0Vet 
them: martyrs killed on the battlefield while fighting m ^ 
way of Allah, stillborn babies and miscarried foetuses.Thi s 
also applies if most of the body has been destroyed or i s 
missing-, where, for example, only someone’s hand or foot 
remains. This also applies, but for different reasons, to bury- 
ing kafirun or other non-Muslims if this is necessary. There 
is no harm, for example, in simply burying kafir relatives. 

If a Muslim commits suicide, the funeral prayer is still 
done for him. The funeral prayer is also done for any Mus¬ 
lim killed by the Imam as a hadd punishment, or because 
they havekilled someone, although the Imam himself should 
not participate in the prayer for him. Someone else should 
lead tbe prayer. The funeral prayer is also done for a child 
bom out of wedlock and for its parents. 

There is no harm in having one funeral prayer for sev¬ 
eral dead people, although the funeral prayer can be done 
for each of them in turn. If there are both men and women 
among the dead, the men are placed nearest to the Imam • If 
there aTe only men, the best of them is placed nearest to the 
I mom. If there are women and children as well, they are 
placed behind the men in the direction of the qibla There is 
no harm in a number of bodies being placed in a row in 
which case the one nearest the Imam should be the W < 
them. The body nearest to the Imam should be the mo • 
tuous, and men are ahead of women, and free p eo St V r ' 
of slaves, and the old of each class before the y Q P 6 ahead 
one who has distinction in the deen is put in front^' an< ^ die 
equal, then advancement is by age, and if thev ar ' lf . lhe y are 
1 en 111S ' ots or mutual agreement. If a nutm^ Sli11 e qual 
SS"* hr one gra «, the best sho 

There is a great reward to be gained f ^ the 
prayer and for being present at ,wl 7 Tor n 
equivalent in size to Mount Uhud (Bukhai' ^ ^ 


\6 


and Mu>. 

S. 


„ for 0 eath 

P ,ep“' Ml 

is performe'd s^°u 

is f° r the P niyya & the P and magh> lh ' d y been 

»■* MVe 

f„?£»«■ eve ” . .Mention, the four 

' d at tlreir titrses. has four pth ars ‘ , an d the salanl- 
funeral ^ deceased, and ^ wfcbir . 

IWrs, the can be recited a» £ i{ *e de- 

UaddthattheF^d, opposrte the deceased is a 

The imam , wh ° ite the waist it ™ dnotra ise 

ceased is a . ma ^Jis in tbe first takb ^ e is no bartn in 

woman, raises ta kbirs, altboug , ld do as be 

,mflmsh . tobe . 

supplication for the. ^Tbefore the salam or if you like, 
du‘a after the fourth takbir bet ^ 

you can say the salam direct y a made 

There is no specific formula for the * «^ 
when doing the funeral prayer, 
transmitted concerning it is accepta e. 

It has been related that Abu Hurayra was asked, “How 
do you pray over the dead?” and Abu Hurayra re¬ 
plied, “By the Life of Allah, I will tell you! I follow 
with the family and when the corpse is put down I 
say, 4 Allah is greater’ and praise Allah and ask for 
blessings on his Prophet. Then I say, c O Allah, he is 
Your slave and the son of Your male slave and Your 


Preparing for Death 


You and that Muhammad'is Your s^ave ' S jv’ 0 '* 

and >f he acted wrongly then ™ h , 1S g00d act| on, 
ac, ' ons - 0 Allah, do not He" '°° k h,S 

an d do not try us after hirn.’^ US ° f h ' S reward . 

^— 

'hsaniijj '■ Allal >um ma i„ k sool uka, Wa Anta 

ka »° muZZ nfa ' zidfi 

^ 800(1 '"m g to, 

u Gre «n ess ° br >ngs the J® 

^ss v, Ht V „ ’ Wr*- dead to 

Ute an^y "' m at^hi^V of 


M ^ aih 


merry 0 " Tou^ to hinl whe n Wash him wlth 

ing- Be ?e ''| for him to c ° me '. f nl his wrong 

lheway Iceandcleansehimfrom" 

water, snow and ice an dcanse d of dirt- ui 

actions as a white garm ^ he ha d, a family 

him a home better ha # wife better than 

r-EThThTo Allah, if he was righ.-ac ,in g. 
increase him in his right actions and if he was wrong¬ 
doing, then overlook his wrong actions. 0 Allan, he 
has come to You and You are the Best to whom any¬ 
one can come. He is in need of Your mercy and You 
have no need to punish him. 0 Allah, make his speech 

firm when he isquestioned and do not test him in his 

;^™C: so0 "^ 

fc "'^ the ° 
ar«, Qn r W. l *ien 

i , L 8,v e t K_ fter th ef 


V\ 

Sr e 6i % 


" re Pr e r^i Ve 

^ th 


Preparing for Death 

who are absent, those who are young and those wh 0 
are old, those who are male and those who are f e . 
male. You know everything that we do and where 
we will end up - and forgive our parents and those 
who have gone before us with iman and all the Mus¬ 
lims both men and women and all the mu’minun both 
men and women, the living and the dead. O Allah, as 
for whomever of us You keep alive, keep him alive 
in iman, and as for whomever You take back to Your¬ 
self, take him back as a Muslim. Make us glad when 
we meet You. Make us pleasing at the time of our 
death and make death pleasant for us. Make it a 
source of rest and happiness for us.” 

After this you say the sal am. 

If the dead person is a child, you can make your du'a 
in this way: First you praise Allah tabaraka wa ta l ala and 
ask for blessings on His Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, and then you say: 

0 Allah, he is Your slave and the son of Your slaves. 
You created him and provided for him. You made 
him die and will bring him to life. Make him a fore¬ 
runner and a stored-up treasure and a reward for his 
parents. Make their balances heavy through him and 
uiake their reward greater because of him and do not 
eprive either us or them of their reward through him 
give h° n0t tCSt e ^ er us or them after him. O Allah, 
whoh lm ^ COm P an y ^e right-acting mu ’minun 

ansh‘ aV ^ 0ne a h e ad and place him under the guardi- 
one h^ h ^ ra hini. ^ive him a house better than the 
Save h‘ ^ ^ ^ better than the one he had. 

°f Help r ° m & rave anc * th e torment 
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forP eatH 
n ariM> 

prep rt h y° u 

d af.«' hef 
h 

say> hisaftereaC cess° rsand 

Yo» say . ored e ° eS ^ e ver 

. oU rforeb earSa oIn^:^ n ,and 

,, 0 A,<S- bef0f ake him UVe I!! hi*" baCk 

a " l0ng e U v er You take b* Mush® 8 d w0 men. 

Then you ^ the ^ ^ ^ w ^ r , a 

Some Muslims recite the a supplication 

pray eron the Prophet after* and nothing after the 

for the deceased after t immediately by the 

dii‘a to be made when doing the funeral prayer. Whateve 
has been reliably transmitted concerning it is acceptable. 


The Burial 


Th es Jr ^ tW ° types ° f § rave: ** lahd and the 

«S:rw:r: h ? e '“ Miso " ei "'» i 'ic 

H at the bottom of the "T Y ° U d ‘ g ° Ut a niche 

Prawrt b, fc Whic T h ,ac « tibia so 

ed »n the Sr 



2l 




Preparing for Dea,h 

who are absent, those who are young and those vvh 0 
are old, those who are male and those who are 
male. You know everything that we do and where 
we will end up - and forgive our parents and those 
who have gone before us with iman and all the Mus¬ 
lims both men and women and all the mu’minim both 
men and women, the living and the dead. O Allah, as 
for whomever of us You keep alive, keep him alive 
in iman, and as for whomever You take back to Your¬ 
self, take him back as a Muslim. Make us glad when 
we meet You. Make us pleasing at the time of our 
death and make death pleasant for us. Make it a 
source of rest and happiness for us.” 

After this you say the salam. 

If the dead person is a child, you can make your du'a 
in this way: First you praise Allah tabaraka wa ta'ala and 
ask for blessings on His Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, and then you say: 

“0 Allah, he is Your slave and the son of Your slaves. 
You created him and provided for him. You made 
him die and will bring him to life. Make him a fore¬ 
runner and a stored-up treasure and a reward for his 
parents. Make their balances heavy through him and 
make their reward greater because of him and do not 
deprive either us or them of their reward through him 
^d do not test either us or them after him. O Allah, 
give him the company of the right-acting mu’minun 
o have gone ahead and place him under the guardi- 
s ip of Ibrahim. Give him a house better than the 
Sav h aiK * a famil y better than the one he had. 

°f Help ^ r0m & rave anc * t orrnent 



t hefirst takbii' 3 

(iu'a to be made when d ° g mg it is acceptable, 

has been reliably transmitted 

The Burial 

There are two types of grave: the lahd and the shaqq. 
The shaqq is a simple trench. The lahd is one in which, after 
you have dug the basic trench, you dig out a niche for the 

5* w,t he s ' d : which,aces q,M ° so ,ha the 

«“5 * 0, " ha "6- should be done pro- 
«'»•’iSSX'S?Tl Wi " " 0t or 

:^::-r^ ophelwasdus ' 

f *ing in 




Preparing fix' Death 

many men as are needed to do so. If the deceased i s a w 
then her husband should hold the body from undernea^^' 
her male relatives from above her. If there are no r ig h , 1(1 
male believers, and if there are women who can b Ur ^ 
then this is better than having non-relatives bury her '' ***' 

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him 
grant him peace, said, “When you lower your dead into the 
graves, say, ‘In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Com 
passionate.’” 

The dead person should be placed on his right side 
facing the qibla , and the ties of the shrouds loosened at his 
head and feet. If the body is not in a coffin - which is not 
required by the Shari'a, but which is sometimes imposed by 
present-day local authorities - the head and feet can be sup¬ 
ported with loose earth, and some kind of protective cover¬ 
ing, such as slabs made of clay and straw, or a wooden board, 
can be placed directly over or against the back of the body 
epen mg on which type of grave has been dug. If a coffin 

, ein '’ used ’ t * len t * lere is no need for any additional pro¬ 
tective covering. 

Dersnn « ^ ecorTlrnende d t0 make supplication for the dead 
and it is rp IS ' 50 ' nt ' before the body is covered with earth, 
there is a I commen ded that all those who are present - or, if 
nea r- should P resent ’ then those who are 

into the gravp u° W 3 * CW ^ at * east three) handfuls of earth 

"ten this is done, you should say: 

0 Allah, our com 

le ft this world h ?, Pani0n 1S now with You - He has 
w *th You. o Allah ^ anc * * s * n neec * °f w ^ at * s 
^cstioned and dn s P eec ^ firm when he is 

w hat he can bear tCSt * n S rave beyond 

P any of the PropheMu ^ at m the com- 

1It ’ and grant him Dp Muhammad ’ ma y Allah bless 
U peace.” 
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a nd 

ad ,i,e gtd ve , Allah s 

H*F“* 


»<****£<**** 
* is * S said *•' b y two angd s - 


clothes 

.-sss-*-*"- 4 " 

weepingf° rhim - .. flnd 

a mav Allah bless him and 

The Prophet Muhamma, ^ ig torture d for 

grant him peace, sat , Vm ” He cursed those 

the wailing of his relatives over him. Hecursed ™ 
who wail as well as those who listen to them. Who¬ 
ever strikes their own faces, tears their clothes, and 
follows the ways and traditions of the pagan days of 
ignorance is not of us.” 

The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him 

Kf? a ‘ thTO <ta<* when 

is iaunched 

1|( h " am "»ofthe fc cea S ed nded 
^f>^ a s >^bee nb . 

ready be gun to 




It is recommended, but not necessary, that a slight 
mound be made on the top of the grave. It is disliked to 
cover the grave in whitewash, or to place stones or wood on 
the grave, or to have writing on or over the grave - unless it 
is feared that otherwise the location of the grave will be for¬ 
gotten. It is haram to decorate the grave just for the sake of 
adornment, or to erect a building over it. 


The Will 


prayed ov^ 3 dead Muslim has been washed, shrouded, 
that he or k buried ’ d ' s necessary to share out the wealth 
as ^ tahind, in accordance with the Shat i 
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ri boti° 0 


of a 
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his 


Hies f' rStof aine and b heauests 

at |Sn r r ofnie ntand " an d * en th 

tu ** ss sMr ' a : in . 
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atives, for public welfare, fo of anim als. Be 

d places of worship, and for t ^ a M US- 

iests can be made by a Mush entitled to a 

.faleavinganon-Mushmwtfe, she snot ^ 

xed share, but she can be left a bequest in her husband 
all. It is also said that the amount of her bequest cannot be 
nore than the amount of the fixed share which her Muslim 
:o-wives will inherit in accordance with the Shan a. If she 

is the only wife, her husband can leave her a full third of his 
wealth. 
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Prepar 


ring for Death 


, to accept lesser shares so that all the beque sts j 

. - _ A fVm fViirrl pon kn /A « *1 


J those which exceed the third can be distributed 
B A Will can be oral or written, but a written Win 
better There should be two witnesses to the Will. 0 nc 
Muslim has reached puberty, he or she can both make ata! 
and directly inherit under a Will. Anyone entitled to inherit 
before reaching puberty will have his or her inheritance 
looked after by a close relative or friend until puberty i s 
reached. A bequest in a Will made during a Muslim’s fj na i 
illness, or a gift made shortly before and in anticipation of 
death, is not valid. Instead, and after he or she has died, any 
such bequest will not be made, and any such gift must be 
returned, to be included in the shares of those relatives enti¬ 
tled to a fixed share in accordance with the Shari'a. 


Debts 


It is very important to leave this world without being 
in debt, since outstanding debts incurred in this world hold a 
person back in the Next World. If a person dies in debt, and 
the wealth that he or she leaves behind is not sufficient to 
repay their debts, then one of the kindest things those who 
are still alive can do is to pay off the deceased’s debts on his 
°r her behalf 


The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
g ant him peace, said, “The soul of the believer is 
ha^ by his debts ’" and ’ “By Allah, in Whose 

standi S q VC ry SOld ’ even a man w ^° bad 0Ut ” 
were 7 h WCrc killed in the wa ^ of AIlah ’ then 

way 0 f ^ rom tbe dead to be killed again in the 

werekilled* * ^ Were ra * sed from the dead and 
until his " be sdd w ould not enter Paradise 

Dts had been paid.” 
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father, the husband, and the male mawla. 

There are ten kinds of female relatives who are enti¬ 
tled to a fixed share: the daughter, the daughter of the daughter 
(however distant), the mother, the grandmother by the mother 

§ ra ndmothe r 
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preparing f° r DeatH 


u „ terna l uncle of the mother, the son of the broth erh 
the P Lr and the daughter of the paternal uncle. They 
that^atemal'relatives in this category do not inherit at^ 
h e are paternal relatives present amongst those w ho a 
tne . _ unless there is a residue. 


The heirs who are entitled to inherit do so either be¬ 
cause they have been assigned a fixed share in the Qur’an 0r 
by virtue of male kinship. Whoever is entitled to a fixed 
share takes his share and does not exceed it. If there is only 
one male relative, he takes all the property. If there are oth¬ 
ers who are entitled to fixed shares as well, then he is only 
entitled to what is left after he and they have received their 
fixed shares. If there is no residue after he and they have 
received their fixed shares, then he does not receive any¬ 
thing more than that. 


In this situation, there are four categories of heir: 


1. Heirs who are only entitled to inherit a fixed share. 
There are six people who come under this category: the fa¬ 
ther, the grandmother, the husband, the wife, the half-brother 
by the mother and the half-sister by the mother. 


2. Heirs who are only entitled to inherit by virtue of 
male kinship. There are nine people who come under this 
category: the son, the grandson, the full brother and the half- 
rotherby the father, the paternal uncle, the son of the brother, 
e son °^ e paternal uncle, and the male and female mciwlQ- 
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will are being carried out. 

ltv is given to bequest t con cemmg this 

ibbar - provided that any g health rat her than 
made while the testator w Requests - even over 

inghislifetime, but ordered to be paid, and which is paid 
from the third of the estate. If what remains of the third 
the estate after this is not enough, then everyone entitled 
receive a share receives a reduced share in proportion. 
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Preparing for Death 

A mother inherits one third of the estate f roni h 
if he does not have any living children, or grandchild 
tW o or more siblings. However, there are two except^ 

1 . If he is survived by a wife and both his parents Th ' 
wife receives one quarter of the estate, the mother receiv * 
one third of what is left, and the rest goes to the father 

2. If she is survived by her husband and both her par 
ents. The husband receives one half of the estate, the mother 
one third of what is left, and the rest goes to the father. l n 
other cases, she receives one third of the estate, except where 
her share is diminished by ‘awl, or where the deceased is 
survived by children, or grandchildren, or two or more sib¬ 
lings. In this case, the mother receives one sixth of the estate. 

The share of a father from his child, if he was his fa¬ 
ther’s only child and had no children of his own, is the entire 
estate. If the deceased has surviving children or grandchil¬ 
dren, however, then the father receives one sixth of the estate. 

These are the basic principles which apply when de¬ 
termining who is to receive what. Clearly there are so many 
possible permutations of combinations of surviving relatives, 
especially in the case of large extended families, that it is 
impossible in a book of this size to describe every possible 
permutation and then to outline how the deceased’s estate 
ould be divided in each case after his or her death. Suffice 
° say that there is absolute certainty in the guidance of 
the o ^ at an ^ ^ us hm w ho has studied this aspect o 
y idead su ^ c i ent detail will be able to 1 

whatevp 3 PCrSon s estate with equity and certainty among s 
combination of surviving relatives there may h e< 
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[This part of the book is only suitable for peo¬ 

ple making a will in England or Wales. It is 
not suitable for Scotland or Northern Ireland. 

This part of the book is sold with the under¬ 
standing that the publisher, author and retailer 
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nglish law, then under English law vn^ a T n ° tUn(lei 
garded as 'married', and if vou hi a a”™"® 1 '* 
made a Will vour fnrmm y then died wuhouthavin E 
’ ^ 0ur ^ 0rrner spouse would then inherit from 
your estate even though he or she would no longed 1 

tied to a fixed share under the SharVa. If you were also in 
the process of being divorced under English law, but the 
decree absolute had not yet been pronounced at the time of 
your death, then again, under English law you would still be 
regarded as legally ‘married’. 

• Similarly, if a Muslim man married a non-Muslim 
woman both under the SharVa and under English lawata 
registry office, and then he died without leaving a Wi ^ 
under English law she would be regarded as h.s mame P 
ner and accordingly entitled to a certain s are_ entit | edt0 
erty, whereas under the Shari'a she wou n 
a fixed share of his property - although 
entitled to make a specific bequest to her f , 

oroperty, prov.ded that it did not exceed the fixed 
sh/wou,d I, -received had she — —^ 
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the legal formalities required by English a the 

Ms, it is necessary to have an understanding 

Shari a and English law, since both require certain condt- 
lions to be fulfilled. Thus, for example, if the requirements 
under English law are not fulfilled, then your Will will not 
be considered valid; and if these requirements have been 
satisfied and your Will is valid, then you must also have 

Jc ®tdance with IhtShmi' ^ aSSetS are distri buted i 
and ,sn t «, ,,' ,an aaft er your death vn„ ' 
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Pages 2^3^ “«a 

• Vo ur Win h ' foll »»in g 

haS d,cd - ' en, ' ng P^PWy from so^ 

* You are free in I 

;i 1 ,cr an y debts and expen'seX ' 0 ' /,,n/of y°ur wealth- 
y° u wish, hui ihc remain in ,, d ' C , beenpaid ~ towho »ei 
among your survivin i ' " ° thirds must be distributed 
i- your surviving relaiives in fixed shares. 

• If, however, you do leave what lams out robe- 
un one i urd of your wealth, then these bequests may still 
x cii s1 1 i huted as stipulated provided thai all those who are 
entitled to fixed shares from the two thirds agree to this awl 
accordingly to accept a corresponding reduction in their 
shares. If they do not agree to this, then the bequests regard¬ 
ing the one third w ill he reduced proportionally, so that the) 
no longer exceed one third in total. 


• It you do not write a Will, then your wealth will he 
automatically distributed amongst those surviving relatives 
who are entitled to fixed shares in accordance with l 
Shari 'a - or if there are none, then it will automatically % 
rn the Bavt al-Mal. As already pointed out, however, this 
( inv/ muntrv w here the dominant law is not 

»« 

the Shat i a, want the automatic distribution to take 

bequests, and simp ' - n (Jie (j nite d Kingdom you must 

place after your dea • vv -,,/ sta fing that i/iis is what you 

,evertheless write a v 
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neral expenses and expenses ansing out ot the admimstra 
tion of your estate after your death - and accordingly it you 
do wish to bequeath up to one third of your wealth, then 
these expenses should first be taken into account when as¬ 
sessing how much that one third is likely to be. 
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w divorce 

than one^ndup tTfourwTve^ 'T ° f yourdealhl0 ™* 

wi 11 a n (, e eaual/v P ,■ i a S under the ^w'i'a,totE ] 

accordance win, L sZTa. i "" eS 

If you have recently divorced, and one of you then 

ies ’ the one who is left will still be entitled to a fixed share 
in accordance with the Shari 4 a provided that the woman is 
still in her ‘idda period. If the ‘idda period has been com¬ 
pleted prior to your death, then the surviving fomier spouse 
is no longer automatically entitled to a fixed share. Ho* 
ever, if you wish you can still leave him or her somethin^ 
out of the one third which can be left to anyone, P rml 
that this is stipulated in your will. 


iS.'« ! - e,yWW "' w,e 

actions» Allah ' 


to Surviving Relatives 

. „ h..e ■> surviving relatives who would have 
tarriM » fired shares if they had survived you then 
you may still leave up to one third of your wealth to whom¬ 
ever you wish, but the remaining two thirds will go to the 
bayt al-mal of your community, from which it will eventu¬ 
ally be distributed amongst people in your community who 
are in need. 

««»of*o p h “"wealft d ' S ' ribUttdarao "« st 

by lh ' HtaTthe 

“h of »» 


Minors and Guardians 

• As already stated, a child cannot 
erty until he or 
herits property 1 
after by a guardian 
surviving relatives or 


she has reached puberty. Any child 
before reaching puberty will have it 
appointed from amongst the dect 
close friends. 
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• ft*** ,h “ “^“aX in your Will which 
tnkitprl Pmvkinn is made for this in the attached Wi orm . 


Penses a "d other 
P er son Or i„ , rs « 

the resTrt. ltUtion ' 

residnn ^''Seie 
residuary. thatjs ^ 

and if you hav ^ llSl1 
intestacy, any residue 


^ h °m the residual^ 611 P^ou,. 

'> since he 0 r l r - &ftisw, ^ 
hateveris i f she ° r it win r ft ' Scal| w 
veris left over. rec H 

law > if there in 

^nosurviving^^iSi^ 

'-will 80,0 the CtS"*"* 1 *' 

not you l,avr!!n v '™: l '“;®*" kl "“>'ioa,,, l , 
stated in your Will that ’ ^ 10V1 ^ that you have 

what™* lth the Shan a > since under the Skio 

whatever remains - after all debts, taxes and 

en paid, and after any gifts of up to one tod of your re¬ 
maining wealth have been made - will either be divided 
amongst your surviving relatives in fixed shares, or if there 
are none, then it will automatically go to the Baytal-Mal of 
your community. 

• Nevertheless, it is wise, for the purposes of English 
law, to make a residuary gift in your Will, just in case you 
have no surviving relatives for whatever reason at ^ etl 

is not clear who is in charge 

imunity. Perhaps, f° rex ^ 
itable trust in your com 
the functions of the Bay 

those chantable trusts y^ 

will be clear and free 

nder English law y° ur 
number of beneficiary 
charitable trusts fimeuon- 
•esiduary legatees, but • 
-.f fhft residue which eac 


residuary legatee, your intention 
ambiguity. Alternatively, since ui 
siduary gift can be given to any 
you can name all or some of thee 
y n in vour community as your r, 
mg in y , state the share c 

this case - whether equal or 
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>he Shari-a (provided Zl^ F mU ' , .*£ 
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SO ms property would not be distributed in accordance wi 
his Will, whatever his age when he died. 
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are 


usually called legacies. 


• Similarly, although a Muslim youth aged 17 couldbe 
directly given any wealth or property that had been left to 
him under someone’s Will, under English law it would have 
to be held on trust for him until he had reached the age of 18 
— or, if the Will specified a different age such as 21 or 
until he had reached that age. 


. As regards other basic requirements underEnglKhlaJ’ 
there should be no corrections or amendments in by 
ing of your Will w/i/ew these have been signed a 
yourself and by both witnesses to the Will, 

outyour * 

are going to vv stra jght forward language which nia 
expressed m simp and t /, a t any items and people men 
your intentions clea , , and clear ly identified and 

tioned in Tilny £££ g iven are accurate anU up to 

named, and that any 


. As already mentioned, it is always wise to make a re- 
siduary gift in your Will in order to avoid the possibility of 
dyingpartially intestate. In other words, if there is a residue 
which has not been left to anyone under the terms of your 
will be distributed in accordance with the Ene- 

nce with the $/ia r j‘ a ’ d whlch B not in ac- 
* ^alrea 
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Writing your Will 

Witnesses 


♦ Your Will is not valid until you have sisn P H s 
it in the presence of two witnesses wh 8 d ' and da N 
the Will in your presence. The witnesses maw then . also Sl ® n 
ciaries under your Will nor can thev h mbe benef '- 
of any beneficiary under vour Wi 1 1 T * ^ husband or wif e 

cunannn addresses > as well as their full names and oc¬ 
cupations, must be included in the Will. 

wife or husband C a h ° 0Se & beneflciar y’ or an y beneficiary’s 
to benefit from ’ S a Wltness tllen they will not be permitted 

regarded as vaTd Ahl~ a T Ugh ^ ° fthe WiU wi “ 
~ in case anyone snh * gh 11 . ,s not necessary, it is better 
Will - for anv w't Sequentl y disputes the validity of your 
erably neither v/ t0 at ^ east 18 years old, and pref- 
ery old nor hard to trace. 


in 


UU1 “aru Lu lrauc 

acu ^ place and m^ S ^ een S * gned an d witnessed 

“ is being kew so^th ^ executors knc 
c °ntain« T t0 find it. tu • tbat w ben you die the 

' ed .andth tt t Ct '° ns concerni ^ a ' S ° lm P ortan t if you 

you wa "‘ » b 

vo° Slates - in :r dealin 8 wit h , h h y ° U Wish t0 have - A 
n' U toh n0lw '’ s btoh a <ianCe with theV* 16 attach ed Will 
anv ^ hav cyourh" he ‘cachings of M,,, 


6a,,s Used f 0r . ape 
n * bwiviai ‘‘anspiam 

-s^-'^ ha 'Pyo Urexec 

yOUr ^° u °wn 



**«■* 

d „so 

^’postmortem can be avoided. 

. ^»™td*««MteSu»««.are K on'»ho 

lasjust died should be washed, shrouded, prayed over an 
juried as soon as possible, under English lav/ a dead body 
cannot be buried until a death certificate has been issued. 

• An initial medical death certificate is usually issued 
JtetopM authorities ot the General Practitioner in at- 
«mce where death occurs at home. In the case of *, an 
Htiusisoidy issued once the ° f Sud <kn 

^°ut.The certificate, which iSTT^ 1 * 61 ' Car ' 
We oi hnown executot has to he 8 ^ t0 c '°Sest rela 


''«isintheUnhedr' N ' 1 ' 6 “'Mtiber of 

l0 have a g^. , m ^Oth, atvd , 0f § r avey arH 
hrt \oGPt\ . u & ^nd tb e k hec^oo for A/r. 
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Anting you,- Will 

to arrange for one nrefo, , approach your i JP 1 "^ 
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Executors 

by peoDle t "^° Ur ^ eat ^ an£ t burial, your Will is administerei 
called ‘lett ON f n aS executors ’ who have to obtain what an 
ity of the Wiir P robate from the court, whereby the valid 
authority to 1 ^ COn ^ rrne< ^ anc * the executors are given th< 
y°ur estate ^ ^ our es tate, before they can deal witl 
your wishes If lstr ^ ute y°ur wealth in accordance witl 
Will, then the c ^° U ^ aVe n0t narnec * an y executors in youi 
your estate - wh^ c ^ oose administrators to deal witl 
family - but this ™ ^ IlkeIy to be close members of youi 

wi ll be paid out f ro ^ Wel1 invoive delay and expense, which 
rrom your estate. 

So it is better t 

andto^n SUre that the y are > w n° UreXeCUt ° rS before Y ou die ’ 

S?;«*■»•*- 

’ tne y must 


# isl 


, 0 execu tots 


... b eca use 

^l****-** Uy * ildien 


c they aTe 


share 


on 

suf- 


* , ‘"!*6ifw" lhe '* il 'iihoW an ^ min ° [ ,, it is srn- 

*' VT. b „t oth«"' s ' >< 15 not 

, n which case , the a£ e • u v if you 

tnjsiuntiUhey teac especi V t0 na me a 

mV> Trn WilUssimple-Itisa-lv/ay execUtor 

vision for this is made in the atta 

. Since not many Muslims are familiar with how a dead 
person’s property should be divided in accordance with the 
Sliori'a, it would help with the administration of your estate 
after your death if at least one of your executors either has 
this knowledge or already knows of someone who has this 
knowledge and who would be able to assist in ascertaining 
htch relatives are entitled to what, when the timp r-r, ° 

® oul whatever wealth you have left behind. t0 

Marriage and Divorce 

* has alreadv Wrv 

\ ou ^ where thell marri age Jl le § a Uy Va , lrl a « 
two te JP W °f the 1J! dlv 0r Ce L Ud Under 

valid ^ »«in 0(h d ls the S/,. nduc ted lr) 

da si eoMi C0 Untry 











,h ' English courts will . 

divorce as ,e ga ,, yva | idi ;^ c ^ 


criminal 'hat althougl, i, is 

ca a il7 S K ma ” y '° vers « von wi r i , t ° COmm “ M """»«“ 

called bigamy - to be married in’, a j cnm,nal offence- 
law with more than one spouse at the'sa “ *«** 

cherish and provide for them both A 7''™" if »" 
nage contracted by either sn ' , Any Such second mar- 
will automatically be n* a subs i st i n S marriage 

means .ha, th“ s«ot, S “/ “ “ ™" * nd ™ id - 
an'unmarried nan * wt eorhusband will beregardedas 
which mils , if*™ is no valid Will 

not be entitled P i! * C ec 3 uest t0 him or her, he or she will 
of intestacy l ° ’ nhent ln accord ance with the English law 

under marriage conducted in the United Kingdom 

Enelkh io Qn G * S n0t re S a rded as a valid marriage by 
to have ^ usbrn man w ho wishes, under the Shari ‘a, 

is free to ^ ° nC and Up t0 ^ our w * ves at an y one dme ’ 
vided that he d° WUh ° Ut bem § cha rged with bigamy, pro- 
accordance w th^ n °* a ^ S ° marr ^ m ore than one of them in 
be free to marry ' ngllSh Iaw ~~ although of course he would 
as under the Shari ^ °h e ° f tbem under English law as well 
mea ns, however b ° th P arties wish to do so. This 

ma ke a valid y/ili ifalf f! USllm man in this situation must 
° * s w l yes are to inherit from him. 



48 




^ yow 


r W l 


i <daftet !!^ as 


■‘ a attc 1 h : s as a 

, <**&&** 

one 

i‘a, 


*$»***■ 

****** 


. mote 


than 


****£«** shar t 

. ,”d Will stating that 

accoriance » u 

« be ® r,bu “ , h . fixed share of 

^'■•"’“'Sateentilled. 

jdffwealth to which they ^ laW 

, i should be noted that a dlV °^" forme r spouse 

tew ,makeaWdlinvalid Ho^ver^ ^ ^ ^ nQt 

Harried as a beneficiary in that , , the "Will 

beallowed to inherit anything under that Will unless the Will 
expressly provides that he or she should receive 3. gi t even 
after divorce. Similarly, if your former spouse is named as 
an executor in your Will, then after divorce he or she wil 1 
notbeallowed to act as your executor, ln other words, if yo\ 
d jorce under English law after making a Will, then it i 
ellert0 des hoy that Will and write a new Will. 


If you only divorce under the Shari‘n tu i 
^Englishlaw does not reeard th\* ’ theU beca * 
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Jfc tat™„ M I» , “ l ' aw divorced o 
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fiting y OUr ty.y 

care by the beg] anrh •• 

y°ur executors if hontle S- The guard,-, 

IS 10 «ve or who 

then it may not be ^ fter your Will has k y ,f 

r before writing a Will. 

lish lawjeganjho^nm" 18 years 0,d Cannot ’ under En<>- 
a Will, the property will inladlf h l®* f ° h ' m ° rherunder 
Untl1 he or she reaches hf r " trUSt for the child 
specified in the Will. gC ° f 18 ~ or a lat er age if so 

to advance up to^alf !Zh your trustees wi, l have the power 

itance, or to ik p tu ■ 6 ca P* ta ^ °f an Y such child’s inher- 

they think ther ^ ca P lta 1 for the child's benefit, but only if 

child is under good rea sons for doing so. While the 

income from th '•* ^ trustees have a discretion to use the 

education and 1J ^ er * tance f° r the child's maintenance, 

ing it to the canilT t£ ° F t0 accurnu]at e the income by add- 

from the inherit S ^ as the right to all the income 

specified a ereatJ 106 reac hing 18, whether or not you 
greater age for taking the c ^ a/ ou(rjgh , 

the Power - inacco^ 11 f0mi ’ ‘ he trustees have been given 
an y such property and ^ Wlt h the S/z<z/7 a-to retain or sell 
• ed that any such invesim^^ the proceeds thereof (pro- 
sucuZr is P errn hted bylheZ ' nVO,Ve any form 
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. in c ° mmon ’ 
undera'joint tenancy or un then when you dl 

ike property is held m ^ tT ^°\ oma (i c ally goes to your sur- 
your interest in the prope y owne d under a tenancy 

i, ing co-owner. If your property is owned u 
Hon,however, then you can leave your share under 

the terms of your will. 


the terms of your will. 

• If you wish to change a joint tenancy into a tenancy in 
common, you must do so by giving your co-owner written 

notice of your intention before your death, and not in vour 

Will. 


_ b jvmi cu-owner written 

your death, and not in your 
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Writing your Will 


If the deceased also leff 

mort gage, then it is possible, Ugh money t0 ren a L 
standing debt which is to he ° ^ the mortgage as J 
estate takes place If b ‘ 3 repai d m full before divis 
stipulate this i„ Z Wii,Z P °" i0n '° d ° 

“ » b '« to leave enough mone , 

«« k.»e tfbe, ea h ?h Ur “““ »»” *£ 

S ^ be,we ® ^,ri:r ycm oniy b " , »' 

the Shan a either by sellinl th 6S m acc °rdance with 

, and div >ding whatever is Tf P6rty ’ re P a y in S ‘he mort- 
i ana > ^ ~ where the ZZ ■ ' “ accor dance with the 

bv ralouln*;— * I 


* Both of Shar6S fr ° m them ' 

^t y ° UrSe >^r nS ^ unsatisfa «ory. It is 
be appH e e ri ntered before yoZ *"*> which 

eath ^ you a C n t0 the distri bution f Shari a can oniy 

Qu “before your death. 

han 8mg Yn. , 
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if y ° U many, 

erto wr ite a °jou Wish ,o 
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Writing y° ur n " 


•ctineWiU is a 

, ( „r example yo “ r f d ‘ ti ons are reltr 

<* , ' lr ' t 'ls«lr hanges0r > called a ' codl ' 

\T**f '“STadopt this appr°* h ' " 


it 


Taxes 


. if your financial affairs are complicated, orrf you are 
wealthy (with an estate worth more than £154,000 , and t 
m have made gifts totalling more than £3,000 per year 
during the seven years before your death), then it would prob- 
iy be wise to consult a Muslim solicitor who is familiar 
»iih both the Shari ‘a and the English law, in order to ensure 
“only that the terms of your Will are both valid and in 

y0Ur wishes ’ but also that y° ur estate Will 
C « r y h m0re taxes - such as inc °me tax, capi- 
- * £ StST “ fT" ,S absol “ te 'y nece - 
(- * *?JS£ «*° the same 

’ ’ 0ne of your executors. h h he 0r she be- 


b oimhv B Kv. Th ? Se figur es are 
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Jnstructl 


typewritten or written 


Remember, there should be 

in your Will. 


crossings out or altera- 


heln tn f ° re Writing y° ur Will. 

s I flrStpreparea listofev ( 

r ^ivtag U wh« d Re ide,S K Ubjectt 


’ prepare a draft Will. I tma y 

erything that belongs to you, 

0 the Shc *ri‘a, who should be 
lueaih , anyth * n 8 °f yours which you 

r s u2 anamedperS ° n W * P either 

, v mg rela tives m accordance 

-M«. of v S o e u n r Ce0fanySUChreIativ «.'t 

-ifcr nityortowh — 

y Den ehciarv nr • 


dress «gwe n a ! ar ' y ld entifie, 
^i-‘o avoid nareaC —eand 

• ’ Vou shou^ n any p0ss ibilin 


y oy some- 
' spaces be- 
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Writing y° ur 


Will 


presence' tindeX ^ToccuP & ' 

m read the contents of 

' Tli e tw0 wi )° eS Q^uy duty 1 is tcTconfimi your signature. 
ir Wilt since their only duty 

. Do not staple, pin or otherwise attach any other docu- 
Mt lo yourWill. 

, Keep your Will in asafe place and make sure that y our 
Realtors know where it is. If you wish, you can deposit it at 
the Probate Registry. If you want to keep a photocopy in 
case the original is lost or destroyed, mark it clearly as such. 

1 It would also help those who are going to conclude 
Should be notified of ylXttT ^ 1S l0Cated ’ a "d 

a h s a,e "*•» 

house, and then rv ^ m ^° Ur Will USe w hich v 

CSar‘-C 









Counsel on Death 


Prepare yourself for death, oh my brother, for it will descend 
Do not draw out your hopes in case your heart treats you harshly 

Persevere in reflection which will make you aware 
and move you to do good works, for life will depart. 


Constantly go over the states of the last hour, the raising 
of bodies, the gathering, and the balance which is set up. 

Then there is the bridge which will have obstacles laid out 
on it to make the crossing difficult for the rebellious. 

While whoever was obedient and sincere towards Allah 
will pass over it like a flash of lightning or a wind 
and will go on. 


If you wish to be given a drink from the fountain on the day 
gathering you must love the Prophet and his descendants. 

He is^the ^ lde who intercedes for mankind. 

ne w o will plead for us when creation is terrified. 


and his family and°r AUah be Up ° n him in ever y country, 
' nd Com P an 'ons and those who love him. 

1 ask the Lord AU a h f , 

and a s *al of goodne’ss fo! ^ ° f bliss 

f or me and those who draw near. 


Shaykh Muh* **** Diwan of 

uh a mmad ibnal . Hab . b) 


hie 1' er ' ,tS 
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wch cantoe 

,. s( :the° b " g u et ween 
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- an There 

. ral ve B eof«.eQatan.fh 

aya (piura\ ayat) f a svg, 

{ „ eallh -,,hetreasury of *e 
,„ul«: >1* “'X U other sources - m- 

Muslims where income r without leaving a 

Musto »ho A* accordance 

Mot any relatives entitled to that weaim 
with the Sharia - is gathered for redistribution. 

deen: the life-transaction, submission and obedience to 
a particular system of rules and practices; a debt of exchange 
Ween two parties, in this usage between the Creator and 
foe created. Allah says In the Qur’an, ‘Surely the deen with 
Allah is Islam' (3.19). 

dhuhr : the obligatory mid-day prayer whiob 
Prayed al any time between noon and^rd-afternoon ^ 

du‘a: making supplication to Allah. 

fajr-.dawn, first light. 


adult Muslim, a 

at least owe of 


2t 'd uyn by the cl 










Glossary 


knowledge of which relatives are entitled to what shares of 
a dead Muslim’s wealth, for example, is fard kifaya. 

Fatiha : ‘The Opening’, the opening Sura of the Qur’an. 

fiqh : the science of the application of the Shari'a. 

ghusl : the ritual washing of the whole body with water 
to be pure for the prayer. It is necessary to have a ghusl on 
embracing Islam, after sexual intercourse or seminal emis¬ 
sion, at the end of menstruation, after childbirth, and before 
being buried - when your body is washed for you. It is rec¬ 
ommended, but not obligatory, for anyone who washes a 
dead body to have a ghusl afterwards. 

hadd (plural hudood) : the limits, Allah’s definitions of 
what is halal and haram. The hadd punishments are the spe¬ 
cific fixed penalties laid down by the Shari'a for certain 
specified crimes. 


: the yearly pilgrimage to Makka which every Mus- 
im who has the means and ability must make once in his or 

anrt I*™!’, 81 ''' the P erform ance of the rites of the Hajj in 
ana around Makka. 

permitted by the Shari'a. 

tr '■ f0lbidden by the Sha ”‘« see also Haram. 

'am,’V 0tb ' dden and o°w! d u reain Which certain behav ‘ 
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tance belief, ^ b oohs, Hvs 

J^^teDecn*of MlaKboth the goo 

lip pull 

■ obi waver which can be pvayed at 
, ; the obligatory night prater . 

nightfall and aVvttte before dawn. 

Islam •. peace and submission to the will of Allah, the 
of fife embodied by aiftbe piopbets, given its final form 
in the prophetic guidance biougbt by the Prophet 
Muhammad, may ibe blessings and peace of Allah be on 
Mm. The five pillars of Islam are the affirmation of the 
stahada, performing the salat, paying the zakat fasti™ ,u 
womh of Ramadan, and doing the hajj at least L . § the 
lifetime if you ate able. Once in your 
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ghusl before prayer \s 
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Glossary 


Ka‘ba : the cube-shaped building at the centre of the 
Harm in Makka, originally built by the Prophet Ibrahim on 
the site of the first place of worship built by the Prophet 
Adam, peace be on them, and rebuilt with the help of the 
Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace; also known as the House of Allah. The Ka l ba is the 
focal point which all Muslims face when doing the salat 
This does not mean that Allah lives inside the Ka‘ba , nor 
does it mean that the Muslims worship the Ka ‘ba. It is Allah 
Who is worshipped, and He is not contained or confined in 
any form or place or time or concept. 

kafir (plural kafirun or kuffar) : a person who commits 
kujr, the opposite of a mu'min. 


° mraCt by WhiCh a Slave ac( > uires his fre edom 
owner. ** paymem or payments by instalments to his 


s «ger, WelTwm 11 ’ h A " ah and His 

lahd- sh >m and grant him peace. 
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. , n wh ich 

, hn s tand s ’ an upland 

„ has been given a kitaba, a con- 
mutual.. a slave who has been g 

tract to buy his freedom. 

m-mn (plural - im.-n.mun): someone who possesses 
$ man. who Mists in Allah and accepls H.S 
Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and 
(or whom the Akhira is more real than this world. 

Munkar and Nakir : the two angels who question your 
nili in the grave after your body has been buried, asking 
"Who is your Lord? Who is your Prophet? What ic 
Book? What was your Deenl" your 

niyya: intention. Actions are judged by their in, • 
qabr : the grave, experienced a nten t>Ons. 

>'ght and space by the ruh of the t 3 P ' ace of peace a .. 
Place in the Garden in the ? min *ho see, h ^ 

experienced asaplace of,n " 8 and in the H ‘ S 0r her 
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Glossary 



qibla: the direction faced in prayer, which, for the Mus¬ 
lims, is towards the Ka'ba in Makka. 

Qur’an : 'the Recitation’, the latest and last Revelation 
from Allah to mankind and the jinn before the end of the 
world. It was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, through the Angel Jibril, over 
a period of twenty-three years, of which the^ first thirteen 
were spent in Makka, and the last ten in Madina. The Qur’an 
amends, encompasses, expands, surpasses and abrogates all 
the earlier Revelations given to the earlier Messengers, peace 

o Ip ! ' ^ Qur>an is the miracle given 

l a r Ul 7 mad by Allah ’ f0r he illiterate 

Qur ’ an is the uncreated 
was originally revT *" “ Sti " exists «*** exactly as it 
deletion. Y ® d ’ Wlthout an y chan ge or addition or 

M ®th month in the Mu r sltri° mh0ffaStin8 and worshi P : the 

adult Muslims who are in Unar calendar - during which all 
' ,ghtof dawnunth sun t e ;y c 0 h 0d a Jealth fast from the first 

alsoihe a!? S ?' rit whichgivesi;f„ , 

^"gel Jibni. 8 CS hfe ' for m e d from pure light; 

° nese,f before Allah, par- 

as ' s »l«-uu'^ ace; lhe greet; 

1 a " v ^d aykun - which i" 8 With which , h 

he,as “m. hme ^'Peace b ‘ h£ Sa,at ends, 

L ^o f * e Prave t n y°n’,isusu- 
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.-asss^ 

S.)A»>‘ 1 >'« sh " n ” fee, deep. B some- 

placed over the body-resting on the leag 

is filled in with earth. 

Shari’a: a road, the legal and social modality of a peo¬ 
ple based on the revelation of their Prophet. The last Shell i u 
in history is that of Islam. It abrogates all previous Shari'as. 
Being the last, it is also the easiest to follow, and unlike its 
predecessors, it is for the whole human race, wherever they 
are, rather than for a particular tribe or people. 

shuruq: sunrise, when the sun is fully, 


subh : the obligatory dawn prayer whi w 
at any tune between/ajr and a short while W ^ be 

Sunna : a form, the custom ^ ^ ^ rises - 

oup of P eo P' e - It has com* Practice of ? «... 


'°ver the horizon. 


vii people, it has comp , " or 

the practice of the Messen ° ^ almost - , PerS ° n 

Allah bless him and gr ant h §er 0f Allah M, , XCluslv ely to 
customs of the first of hlm Peace K ’ Muha mtnari * ° 
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Glossary 


Surat YaSin : the 36th Sura in the Qur’an, often referred 
to as the ‘heart of the Qur’an’. 

tabaraka wa ta‘ala : may He (Allah) be blessed and 
exalted. 

tadbir : a contract given by a master to a slave that the 
slave will be freed after the master dies. 

is t S 7r M/ ^ akbar Which means ^ilah 
greater. The salat begins with a takbir. 

eartw“7 n Urifi : ati f ° n f ° r us * n g clean dust, 

vailable or would bender ^ 7^° f WUdU ’ * S either una ‘ 

donebystnkinTthetl w * health - Ta yammum is 

of the hands and then win ^ 7 m§ 1116 stone with the palms 

Ptng the face and hands and forearms. 

I f ve ** the person whoW e , StabHshed between a freed 
been set free becomes in, h ’ m ’ Whereby the one who 
r her former master. megrated into the family of his 

WnHi.s . 


Y0U "*» *eady * *7"?“ as «o be pure for the 

^.gold^anand 
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the probate Re«- 

or a person who 


.appointed u> f . t0 manage b 


; „„ to Englishla»,aper S onage<il8orove. 

S: all that you own, including money, possessioi 


assets: all that you own, 
and property. 

beneficiary *. a person who inherits under a will, or I 
der intestacy laws, or who receives payment from a life 
surance policy or under a trust. 

bequest: a gift from someone’s estate other than imm< 
able property such as a house or land. 

children : this term may be used to refer to w. . 
mate and illegitimate children, and to child! ^ H leg 
My adopted into the family but it H ^ Wh ° have b < 

**» - »tio mm rhe,e,o«t “ " 0t “lude s, 

6y are 10 benefit under a Will. ? 11Cally me ntione( 
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distribution : th e n ^ed 
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Glossary 

donee : a person who receives a gift, 
donor: a person who gives the gift. 

erty securingp«of a debt S ^ 

money and posss 

fee unless previously authn • a u 1S ^ erson can not charge 
^ » eni Xi aS r by the Wi,1 > though he < 
W ' th y°ur estate, suchV for 6XpenSes ,ncurTe d in dealin 
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Glossary 


(known as a pecuniary 

^**ZS£'**)<*" a * ,t 


o, property ( known ’~ ■ 
j or land. 

tee: the person to whom a legacy is be. 

,r: under English law, a person under t 

able property : any personal property 
huildines - which can be moved. 
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Glossary 


substitutional beneficiary : a person designated as a ben 
eficiary .f someone else whom you have named as a benefi 
cmy m your Will dies before you do or fails to survive you 
specified period or to reach a specified age. 

survivor : any relative mentioned in the Will wh« • ■ „ 

alive at the time of the testator’s j hols 8(1,1 

may not have been bom at the time the’ Wdl ^ th ° Se Wh ° 
ject to certain limitations For the n W W8S made ’ sub ‘ 

tenantmcommon: thiskth* 

? ersons to hold property iomtlv F ^' Way f ° r two or ™re 
' S Or her ow n specific share in fh 16113111 ‘ n common has 

r the — t ther he r Pe ^ Which fonns 

^omancaUy passtotheo ^ °f death and which does not 

s »c h as expenses- 1- 

test ator • a ’ P° sta ge, loss 



‘ment. 
a trust. 



l.Give your full name. 


2. Give your full address, 


3. This means that this Will is your latest Will 

4. Make sure that the person or ner^ u 

have agreed to act as your executo Wh ° m y ° U name 
full names and addresses. fS ’ 3nd insert their 

S- Make sure that the nersnn 
have agreed to act as guarf' Whor « Von 
names and addresses lanS ’ insert ^1 ^ 

6Th rtthe <rfuli 

•-^> butseea]s 

n °t ev„. Va| Ue nt .S at. ° S n A ,(1 e t u w h 0rh 






any debts, taxes and funeral and administration ex¬ 
penses have been deducted. 

9 . Clearly identify each item and the person for whom it 
is intended, and remember to draw a line through any 
unfilled space at the end so that nothing else can be 
added by anyone else at a later date. Make sure that 
the value of any item or items which you would like a 

wustbeal least 18 butwh h ’ Engiish law ’ 

21 or 25. ’ whlch could, for example, be 

Stther i WhWe y ° U Would like t 0 |, v, ■ 

nera l- Wl ^ ^ °t^ er * n st ^UCti0 ns C rega^dhn 5U^e< ^ , r°~ 
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tl CU, ^your hen Wa ^hem P s? SenCe ° fyOUr 
! f there ^ Y ° Ur Wi/Z i s n ° Ccu P a tions 
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I revoke all previous wills and codicils. 

4. I appoint as executors and trustees of my will: 
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fixed share or shares to which any such item or group of items 
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entitled in accordance with the Shari*a of Islam: 
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lates and to which any such relative or relative 
tied, then my executors are instead to allocate to an °' ^ ent '~ 
«ve o, relatives whatever their ataS 
best represent their particular share shates i73" 
unless all my surviving relatives entitled to inherit fixed shares 
m accordance with the SharVa of Islam agree ,o any such spe¬ 
cific items being allocated as indicated above and accordingly 
to accept a corresponding decrease in the amount of their own 
respective shares in which case the above specific items shall 
be allocated as indicated above. 

10. In the event of there being no surviving relatives who would 
have been entitled to fixed shares from my estate if they had 
survived me, which means that any resicU?t ; my estate (after 
all or any funeral expenses, debts, taxes, p ofessional and tes¬ 
tamentary expenses and with reference to Clause 8 herein spe¬ 
cific gifts and legacies have been paid or cistributed) will in 
accordance with the Shari 1 a of Islam automatically go to the 
Bayt al-Mal of my community, then I give that residue to the 
Bayt al-Mal of my community and if there is or are one or 
more charitable trusts performing the functions of the Bayt al- 
Mal in my community, then I give that residue to: 


but if this gift or any part of it fails for any reason or if any 
other part of this Will fails for any reason then I wish the ex¬ 
ecutors of my estate to hold the residue of my estate or the part 
of it affected on trust and to distribute it amongst those m nee 
amongst my community as they in their absolute dlS ^“ u . 
consider and think fit, provided always that any 's i * 

tion is in accordance with and guided by the Shar 

11 . In the event of any of my 

minors at the time of my death, I wish y ^ ofIs _ 

their fixed share or shares as determine y q{ M y 

lam on trust until any such chi a j al " h fjxec j share as 
1 trustees shall be free to retain or sell any 


■ 


{Detach here) 























administration 


and then 


..named testator 
’S presence: 


3y the above- 
the testator’? 


Occupation: 




is mtendS”mdt^S no*‘ *“ « 

unfilled space at the end sothT 
added by anyone else at ?££%** » * 
the value of any item or items which you wouidlfe1 
particular relative to have does not exceed the value 
of the share to which he or she will be entitled. 

10 . If you name more than one charity, then you must 
state what share each charity is to receive - e.g. ‘in 
equal shares’. 

u. P'ease specify thecal 

21 °r 25 - . | 

,. , ike to be buned, to- 

neral- thepre^^T 

„„rWill m lliep . „ attests 

mse rt th : cisi> at “ re f 00 ’ 
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■ 'f' Mr ‘ou"^ de fu^ 

*::> and 



















The Last Will 
and Testament of: 


• ** $ ® ® < 

{Insert your full . ,, lv) 


m'^Zr/onr^'° be dis,ribu “ d in " cc ° rd ™‘ 

you <o leave Jmn u 7 ^ *■*. * * MU/» 

'*PressesZ™M 

,h^: al i k A related t0 me from Nafl ‘ from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
him 6 essen § er of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant 
peace, said, “It is the duty of a Muslim who has any- 
a 3 *° ^ e< ^ uea ^ no * two nights pass without writing 
VVl11 about it." (al-Muwatta’of Imam Malik: 37.1.1). 

Once your Will is completed, keep it in a safe place and 
Wake sure that your executors know where it is. It would also 
e wise to leave with your Will - but not attached to it - details 
°f where any important documents are being kept, where any 
Pfoperty that you own is located , and who should be notified 
°f your death. 

Once your Will is completed, it will remain valid unless 
an d until either you destroy it intending to revoke it, or you 
make a new Will that revokes the old Will, or you many or re- 
starry under English law - unless your Will expressly states 

'hat it is made in contemplation of that forthcoming marriage, 

in which case it will remain valid. 


{Detach here ) 
















The Last Wi ix 

and Testament of: 


(Insert vour name above) 


h you want your wealth to he distributed in accordance 
with the Shan 'a of Islam after your death, it is essential 
Jot vow to leave a Will which is valid under English law 
and which expresses that wish. 


Malik related lo me from Nafi* from 
’Abdullah ibn Tmar that the Messenger of 
«»> Allah bless him and grant him 
C*’“ is lhe d “«> of a Muslim who 

" l “" "riltog . Wi|| , Wu , 


Malik: 37.1.1) 


'ai-Muwatu’ of huani 




